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occupation, and Russell again reminded Lord Derby that
Germany would not object to this.1

Lord Odo Russell was now expecting a welcome visitor.
Lord Salisbury, the second plenipotentiary of Great Britain at
the conference, had decided to visit the principal capitals on his
outward journey. The Emperor intimated that the visit would be
most agreeable to him, and Bismarck wrote that he would
make special arrangements to come to Berlin to see him. Russell
warned his visitor that though he would find Bismarck anxious
to act with Great Britain for the maintenance of peace, yet at the
moment he placed more faith on the Russian efforts to impose
peace on Turkey than on those of the British.2 The Emperor
intimated his own point of view to Lord Odo Russell at a dinner
given in the palace on the occasion of the birthday of the Crown
Princess. He was delighted at the prospect of meeting with
Lord Salisbury, and emphasized that peace or war depended
on Great Britain, "that is, on the amount of encouragement and
support England gave Turkey to resist the just and humane
attempts of Russia, which had all his sympathies, to improve
the condition of the Christian subjects of the Sultan." Russell,
on the contrary, maintained that "peace depended on Russia
being content to accept the guarantees Turkey would be called
upon to give by the Conference without persisting further in her
threatened wish to violate the solemn engagements of the
guaranteeing Powers by an occupation of Turkish territory."
There seemed little common ground between these two points of
view, and the Emperor could only remark that "he could not
place the interests of the Porte above those of Christianity and of
Europe in general, but that he felt sure that H.M. Government
desired peace as much as he did. He therefore attached great
value to Lord Salisbury's mission and hoped His Lordship's
conversation with Prince Bismarck would promote peace and
tighten the bonds that united England and Germany."3

Bismarck, according to his promise, returned to Berlin and
showed a certain readiness to discuss the Eastern Question,
referring to it quite spontaneously at a dinner, assuring Lord

No. 494. To Lord Derby. Secret. 9 November 1876.

aF.O. 64. 856. No. 510. To Lord Derby. Private. 17 November 1876.

3F.O. 64. 856. No. 522. To Lord Derby. Secret. 25 November 1876. A
month later Disraeli called Russell a "Russian courtier," an accusation that fits
in badly with this despatch. See Buckle : Disraeli VL 1 12.